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Red at the bone
In her book "red at the bone," Jacqueline Woodson depicts the lives of two families engaged together by their children (Iris and her boyfriend Aubrey). Iris, the only child and daughter of her parents conceive melody at a teenage. Jacqueline depicts undiscovered emotions and feelings as the flesh on chickens' bones at the early stages of the storyline. At first, Iris is surprised by the undercooked flesh of chicken eaten by white girls in their school. Iris's parents are wealthy and could afford to take her to a private school. The flesh on the chicken bone is literally used to show the undiscovered feeling in Iris's body, not mere flesh. Iris, mother to melody, could not understand why people should eat undercooked meat. Still, when she finally discovers the underlying happiness, she is blinded by the force of emotions she develops towards her partner, Aubrey. 
According to Iris, there was something in her which was undiscovered and was bleeding. In her relationship with Aubrey, iris gets pregnant and but she is adamant about the belly. She insists he will take care of the pregnancy, an act that broke her father's heart. Iris' father was optimistic about his daughter, but he is disappointed by Iris's decision to take care of her pregnancy. Iris managed to give birth to a baby girl, but this did not affect her studies. She quickly recollects herself and goes back to school. Melody's father is more affected by Melody's birth as he dedicates his life to providing a loving environment to their daughter. Aubrey does not understand the benefits of a college degree or an excellent job while his family is suffering. He decided to do the opposite and decided to stay at his in-laws' house to care for Melody. This depicted parental love from father to daughter. 
In the novel, Jacqueline managed to combine various social issues such as education, racial discrimination, social class, gender, sexual desires, and parenthood. The novel starts with an unlikely starting. It starts with the word "but" to signal something was not well, or something would be in the near future. The book is based on race and family issues; Jacqueline's first topic is social classes in society. Melody's grandparents accept her though her father is from a low-income family. Aubrey, melody's father, comes from a low-earning family. Though Aubrey came from a low-income family, this did not prevent iris from loving him. Jacqueline says that navigating up the social classes among African Americans is challenging, and thus, it was not easy for Aubrey to adapt to life in his in-laws' house. Jacqueline shows that a hidden emotion can eliminate the challenges in navigating up the social classes. According to her, love is one of these emotions. She shows this by using Aubrey and Iris. 
The birth of Melody brought many changes to their family. Though Iris's father saw the end of his daughter, Iris managed to overcome the difficulties of being a mother. She recollected her thoughts and continued with education. Immediately after coming out of the hospital, Iris started applying for colleges. She finally finds one in Oberlin. This changed gender responsibilities between Iris and Aubrey. Mother to daughter relationship is portrayed in the process of applying for a place for schooling. Iris abandoned her daughter to cry while pursuing her ambitions. This can be an act of negligence. This is because she emphasized her education more than her family. After she was taken to college, she did not care about Melody. The only thing she did was admiring the pictures send to her by her parents. Throughout this time, Aubrey took care of Melody and ensured she had the love of her parents. As such, Jacqueline displayed the gender responsibilities as changing in modern society. 
Jacqueline Woodson explains the changes as significant in society. After Iris emphasized her studies more than her daughter, Melody, Aubrey took the responsibility of taking care of Melody and ensure she had a well-organized background. In the absence of Iris, Aubrey took responsibility for everything as both mother and father. He even decided to settle in his in-laws' home and ensure melody had the desired care. This was a change from the odd times when the mother took full responsibility for giving care to the children. Sabe, the mother to Iris and wife to Po'boy, says her mother almost died when trying to rescue her daughter from the Tulsa massacre. The massacre affected the black-American more as compared to white. The massacre was based on racism, and more African Americans died in the massacre.
In this aspect, Jacqueline described the issue by showing how some parents neglect their gender responsibilities and make their children suffer from a decision made by the parents. Sometimes, this act can bring hostility between the parent and the child. Iris was such a parent who neglected her daughter Melody. Iris's pregnancy-induced Sabe to recall the fight her mother went through when escaping the riots in Tulsa. Sabe's mother was caring and risked her life to save her life. This created a good relationship between the two. As such, the act of Iris abandoning Melody to continue with education was negligence. When Aubrey learned about Iris' pregnancy, he was reluctant to take responsibility as a father, but surprisingly he took charge after his daughter was born. 
“Red at the bone” depicts females in this novel as sex fiends. A friend is an aggressive person or someone who loves doing something. From Sabe's mother to Iris to Melody, they love sex. Sabe says her mother conceived her while she was fifteen years old. The same case happened to Iris, the daughter of Sabe and Po'boy. Iris gave birth to Melody in her teenage. This was as a result of continued engagement to sexuality with Aubrey. Iris continued her love for sex even after giving birth to Melody and still in college. This time, she engaged in a unisex relationship. Iris befriended a girl named Jamison. Iris hides any information about her daughter from everybody in the college until a time when they were engaging in sexuality, and her breasts started leaking. This confused Jamison. At this time, Iris confessed that her sexuality dates back to when she was only thirteen years old. Melody, another female character, started her sexuality while at a tender age. After her 16th birthday celebration, she engaged in sexuality with Malcolm, a boy she finally knows he was gay. Melody and Malcolm climbed to bed and started talking about sexuality. Although Jacqueline is a female, she did not hide the sexuality in women. This is because many females engage in sexuality at their tender age. This is very common in the 21st century, where girls give birth at the age of thirteen in common. It is not only the black Americans who engage in such acts, but almost every country in the world records cases of teen pregnancies. The cases are on the rise as the children engage more in sexuality. 
Red at the bone is a novel that reflects the life of many teenagers across the world. In the attempt to advise them, he wrote the novel, highlighting the dangers of engaging in various antisocial behaviors. The major menace practiced by many is sexuality. Many claim to be in love but fail to get the love they needed. Most of them end up in illegal practices like lesbianism and gays. Iris, a significant character in the novel, started sexuality at the age of thirteen. At first, she thought she was in love. This changed after giving birth to melody met Jamison. Although he was still looking for someone to love her, she engaged in acts of lesbianism. It was painful for her to partway is her girlfriend Jamison. Jacqueline addressed these issues, and therefore, the novel enlightens the teenagers on how to discover their emotional needs before making decisions to engage in sexuality.
Society is highly stratified. In understanding the stratification, the structuralism approach can be applied. This approach examines the underlying factors that create observable behaviors among individuals in society. The most common underlying factors include emotions and rules. Jacqueline applied this approach in describing the social stratification among African Americans. She based her argument on the effects of emotions on decision-making. At a certain point in their life, the characters in the book had to make critical decisions. Aubrey had to decide between his daughter and education. Iris opted to further her education and left her daughter with his father. 
Jacqueline looked at social classes, racism, poverty, education, and marriage as social structures among African Americans. She applied the structuralism approach in describing the emotions and how these emotions affect individuals' way of life (Mocombe 2019).  She says these emotions are underlying forces that affected human beings. She described two social classes, that is, the poor and the rich. The difference between the two classes is eliminated by unforeseen force, that is, love. Aubrey came from a low-income family but could not resist Iris's emotions, a wealthy family girl. Though they can from families of varied social classes, love brought them together. 
"Red at the bone" is a book that reflects the ideal society. The study of social structure is essential as it creates a predictable society and creates order in the society. Order is created as it connects people to a larger society and how the connections are created in the society. This hinders connection among the poor because of limited connections. Also, the study of social structures enables people to understand gender roles in society. It describes individual perceptions, behaviors, and attitudes portrayed by individuals. These are essential aspects of society.
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